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THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
JEWISH LITERATURE. 


Perhaps there has never been a time, at which the dearth of 
information on the most vital interests of our religion has been 
so profoundly felt, as at the present moment; nor has there 
ever been a period, when the want of religious teachers, ade- 
quate to the requirements of their high functions, has been so 


generally, so painfully deplored. 


supply of these urgent wants have not been successful, and it 


Recent proposals for the 


would be unprofitable here to canvass the complicated causes 
of this failure; but because all cannot be obtained, shall 


nothing 


be attempted? Though we are unable at once to 


supply the demand for religious teachers, though we do not 
even proceed immediately to the training of them, we can. at 
least offer to those who feel a lively interest in their religion 
and nation, those means of self instruction which an easily acces- 
sible library affords; we can even secure to such enquirers, 
those opportunities of mutual improvement and costless en- 
couragement, which such associations facilitate. 

_Let us observe the example of societies, of far less nume- 
rical strength, of much inferior resources, and having objects 
inferior importance, to those presented by a 


of 
community of Jews. 


What is the practice of such societies, 


the identity of whose individual interests is so partial, but 
which yet have some special end in view? They enquire; 
they seek out the means of qualifying their constituents for the 
attainment of their end; they devise the best means for com. 
municating this information, for developing and husbanding 
their common resources. 
_ Acting upon this principle, there is scarcely a single society 
in which such means have been available, in which there has 
not been established a library for the information or improve- 


2 4 ment of its members. This principle has been followed, with 


© Sreatest success, by many Jewish congregations on the 
Continent ; and the English Jews have formed, parses, the only 


exception. 
society in th 


they have covenanted to 
their communion 
to be a blessin 


The Jewish community is per 


aps the oldest 


€ universe: it was amid the thunders of Sinai, that 
acclamations confirmed their social compact ; 
and’ yet, there are here thousands of them, to whom no oppor- 


wise and an understanding 
Uninstructed masses have been 


Evils 
once, 


¢ 


ple.” 


me ‘unity is afforded of knowing and feeling what it is which 
| perform ; although the end and aim of 
is the most exalted which mind can conceive, 
g to the nations of the Earth,” to become ‘a 


Whether thousands of our 


permitted to become ‘‘ a 
to themselves or others, is, alas, not problematical. 

and deficiencies exist, and if a// may not be removed 
let none deny, that to make readily accessible the 


burg; consecration of an Orphan Asylum.—Hamburgh,; an act of justice.— 


Vienna; death of a benevolent Jew.—Ailan; new synagogue.—New transiation | 


of the Talmud. 
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converts, by a Gentile; The Hertford Press; Charge against the Conversionists 


by a true Israelite ; The Sh’chitah board, | 
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stores of intelligence, is to rekindle that spark which will yet 
burst forth a living flame, and scatter the gloom which surrounds 
us. The formation of a library seems a natural step which 
may vindicate our worthiness to have descended from Abraham, 
the | omy philanthropist, who was indeed “‘ a blessing” in his 
wanderings to and fro; for he disseminated truth, and spread 
instruction. 

It is scarcely to be conceived, by those unfamiliar with the 
subject, how very inconsiderable are the pecuniary means 
needful for the institution of a Jewish Library,—provided only 
that a due appreciation of its important influence can be pro- 
duced, and such patronage and support obtained for it, as may 
exhibit popularity, 

The main principle aimed at in its construction, is analogous 
to that acted upon for mutual assurance against calamities not 
even so wide-spread in their results as are those of ignorance. 
In such associations, the larger the basis, the greater the general 
advantages, and the less the individual burthen, The owners 
of useful books will thus be enabled to confer advantages upon 
others to whom they are rendered accessible, reaping in return 
the far greater advantages afforded by access to the resources 
of the whole association. 

Other desirable and possible, but not indispensable, adjuncts 
of such a library, would be the follow.ng :— 

The superintendence of a Committee, who may undertake to 
guide the students, and advise them in difficulties. 

Periodical meetings for the discussion of literary questions, 
original essays, &c. | 

The occasional delivery of lectures on useful points. 

It is, however, scarcely possible to anticipate all the advan- 
tages derivable from so solid a foundation. The library might be 
made available for a future college,—perhaps even facilitate 
the attainment ofthat great desideratum. —s_. 

It may be necessary to explain, that the libraries of the two 
py-sID 'n3 now existing, are not usefully, if at all, open to the 
public ; and that these old libraries are almost exclusively com- 
posed of ancient recondite Hebrew works, suited only to the 

rofound Hebraist: works of a more womens character are 
indispensable to the beginner; and no less indispensable are 
modern works in other languages, of which thousands have 
been published, not only as necessary auxiliaries to the pro- 
founder studies of the Talmud, but as repositories of other 
learning, also essential for the qualification of a Jewish theo- 
logian of the present day. 


The above remarks have been written some time, in advocacy 
of a library of reference as a primary object. The formation 
of an association for the promotion of Jewish literature, es- 
pecially for the circulation of foreign Jewish periodicals, has 
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furnished an excellent opportunity for adding thereto a library | 


of reference. One grext dvantage of this combination is, that 
patronage, howeve sei :, is no longer indispensable to its 
success. The memb.r; . ime association, can at least render 
each other’s booxs av il © all; ..d if they should even be 
disappointed in the: .~ .-t Con of donations, it is to be hoped 
that few will refus guaranteed loans for such terms as they may 
themselves prescribe ;—the works not to be taken out of the 
reading room. There are many who possess large libraries of 
suitable works, of which they make little use. In most cases, 
the books are heir-looms, in some, they are but the furniture 
which adorns the walls; can it be doubted that whenever 
selfishness does not wholly prevail, occasional contributions 
from these stores will preserve their vitality, will render that 
only honor to a departed progenitor, which carries out bis 
original and genuine object,—that men shall profit by their 
pages; which realizes that richest product of an exclusive pos- 
session,—the opportunity of effecting the most good with it. 
Many owners of desirable and even scarce works, are tenacious 
of lending them on account of the labour attendant upon the 
loan, and the casualties of absence from the proper shelf; for 
these risks a duly constituted association would afford satisfac- 
tory security, while the labour of the charge would be altogether 
spared to the individual. 3 

We conclude with reminding our readers, that Mr. Linden- 
thal, Synagogue Chambers, Great St. Helen's, is honorary 
secretary to the association; and Dr. Benisch, 2, Jeffrey's 
Square, is honorary librarian. 3 


FRINGES AND PHYLACTERIES, 
(Tue recent on Jewish Customs.) 


We commence this Article with an extract from the Christian 
Lady's Magazine. 


‘“* Whatever question may exist with respect to the literal 
meaning of those passages on which they ground the use of the. 
phylacteries, no one who holds the Bible sacred can Jook upon 

the fringe otherwise than as an ordinance so distinctly insti- 
tuted by the Most High, so emphatically commanded to be 
observed as a memorial ‘ throughout their generations,’ that we 
cannot forbear bringmg the matter before our readers, as a 
safeguard against possible thoughtlessness, or making light of 
what is one of the most solemn obligations laid on the children 
of Israel by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

** And here we feel, as usual, our embarrassing position: we 
are in favor with the Jews: the ‘ Voice of Jacob,’ while 
cuffing right and left at our friends and fellow-labourers, has 
always a kind word to slip in for the Christian Lady's Maga- 
zine ; and we must stand exposed to suspicion on the one side 
of wishing to retain that favorable feeling at the expense of 
consistency and fidelity, on the other of seeking to entrap them 
with fair words. It has ever been with us a very small matter 
to be judged of man’s judgment, yet we always feel checked 
and hampered by this consideration. We know, intimately, 
many among the ‘ conversionists’ with whom our Jewish 
friends are so exceedingly angry ; we know them to be utterly 
incapable of such conduct, wholly innocent of such motives as 
are often iraputed to them: we would stake our very life on 
this point; yet we leave them to fight their own battles, to 
— their own course, and go on in our own humble way, 

esirous to do justice on all sides, but often conscious of a 
temptation against which we do earnestly pray—that of saying 
less than it is our duty to say, because we do so dearly prize 
the brotherly feeling expressed in the letter of ‘ Jacob,’ which 
appeared in our last. Yet, by God's grace, we will always be 
honest; and humbly hope they will not count us their enemy 
for telling them the tru 


** Now, with regard to these fringes, many people look on 
them as mere ornaments; or at least as human inventions, 
like the surplice or bands, or other accompaniments of our 
public worship; whereas they are of such Sains authority, 
that the Jew who laid them aside would be a rebel against God. 
A most ungrateful, insolent rebel ; more so than he could con- 
trive to be in most other points of national obedience: for 
thus stands the law; with the additional emphasis of being a 
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closing precept, with undoubted reference to all that pre. 
ceded it.”’ 
Here follow the quotations from Numbers and Deuteronomy, 
which enact the wearing of fringes. | 
“ What should we think, or rather what ought we to think. 
of the Jew who should slight this absolute law, enforced ag ;; 
is by the gracious word of remembrance, * I am the Lorp your 
God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt.’ Would 
we have them forget that stupendous mercy, or despise any 
method appointed of the Lord for keeping it in remembrance ? 
It is, at least to the writer, a touching sight to behold the me) 
of Israel in their synagogues, not one, down to the youngest 
boy, being without the scarf to which these fringes are attached 
and they, together with the rolls of the law, are all that is lef 
of the past! We remember some time since, when waitin 
to obtain admission, in the porch of a synagogue, some little 
fellows who were playing there came about us to read the 
Hebrew inscription engraven on a small broach that we constantly 
wear, and which attracted their notice; while stooping to faci. | 
litate their reading it, we remarked the deep fringes that 
bordered the little scarf flung over the shoulders of each, and 
felt how exquisitely they harmonized with the motto on the 
broach obey oOx—and we remember too 
wishing to possess one of those fringed scarfs, and actually 
repressing the wish, because we felt they were holy unto Israei, 
and no Gentile had a right to put them on. We therefore can 
understand, nay, we can respect the indignant feeling of a Jew, 
when led to believe that what he rightly holds so sacred had 
been made a spectacle. of, to excite the laughter of Gentiles. 
It is a sign, a memento, vouchsafed of God, at once to recal 
past mercies, to humble him under present sin, by bringing 
vividly toremembrance the perfect law of commandments which - 
he cannot keep, and to assure him of future favor, when the 
Lorp shall not only gather again the dispersed of Judah, but 
shall say of outcast Ephraim,‘ Is he my dear son? 1s he a 
pleasant child? for since I spake against him I do earnestly 
remember him still.’ We have looked in the London syna- 
gogues upon the poor representative of that most holy thing in 
the Tabernacle and in the Temple, the Ark of the Covenant, 
not overlaid with gold; not overshadowed by the wings of the 
cherubim; containing no pot of manna, no budding rod; no 
tables of stone engraven by the finger of the Eternal ; but still 
enriched by the precious treasure which Israel has alone pre- 
served, the Law and the Prophets, the Oracles of God, of old 
committed to them; and while we could not but weep for the 
glory that is departed, our tears were brightened by the rising 
beam of glory yet to rest upon them. ‘The law before their 
eyes and the fringe upon their garments—the former com- 
manding the latter, and the latter enforcing the former—are 10 
their institution alike divine ; and it is really a marvel to Us 
how any Israelite can, under any circumstances, bring himself 
to lay the fringes aside. They cannot plead the authority 0! 
the New ‘Testament; for what was addressed to Gentiles 
desiring to become circumcised and to keep the law of Moses, 
is beside the purpose. God would keep His own peculiar 
nation ‘distinct \to, the end of time, and this could not be! 
(Fentiles took u hem the badges, and entered into the cove- 
nant, prescribed fér Israel alone.” * * * 


We do indeed esteem the openness and honest love of truth 
which our Gentile sister exhibits, and the more so for theif 
contrast with the tortuous policy of those whom she thinks her 
friends and fellow labourers. We cannot help imbibing some- 
thing of the perhaps overstrained suavity of her own style, and 
finally leave Capt. Trotter to the passing gentleness of her re- 
buke,—that he, as a Gentile, should have presumed to tampet 
with things “ holy unto Israel.” We therefore accept the 
apology, though somewhat of the tardiest, which he has 
serted in the organ of his society, just published; the more 
willingly, because both he and others appear to acknowledge, 
unreservedly, that even the founder of their own religion =— 
have worn the sacred signs, which he (Capt. T.) exhibite 
and put on “as well as he was able.” There is, howeve 
this material difference between them, with reference t0 the 
present and the future. He says,—‘‘ where, however, ™ 
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continue to observe the Law of Moses, I cannot conceive their 
departing from the religious customs of their ancestors * * *,” 


The Editor of the Lady’s Magazine, avows fairly her conviction | 


(vide the close of our extracts given above) that such ordi- 
nances of the Law of Moses cannot, under any circumstauces, 
be laid aside; and she further responds to our appeal in her 
own columns, in the following words. 

“Our Hebrew friends protest against any effort ‘ to merge 
them in the masses of the Gentiles.’ We are persuaded that 
even if they wished and attempted it, they could not be so 
merged. It is as impossible as that God should deny himself: 
as impossible as that He should decline to fulfil that which he 
has declared shall come to pass.”’ 

Captain T. explains away our hypothetical construction of 
his interest in ‘‘the Burton St. case’—and we willingly do all 
parties the justice of giving his own words. 

‘Aga member of the committee Iam much interested in 
making this statement, for 1 should deeply regret that, as one 
of that body, any incorrect expression should be ascribed to me 
without contradiction :—(why then did he not contradict the in- 
correctness during all the ‘ nearly two months’—vide our last ?) 
for I am convinced that a desire to uphold the character of the 
Jews, to assist in improving their condition, and administer to 
their temporal and spiritual wants, is ever uppermost in the 
minds of the gentlemen with whom ! am associated. But surely 
to hold up those of their ceremonies which have a Scripture 
warrant, to the ridicule of a meeting, would not only be un- 
worthy and unwarrantable, but could only impede the objects 
of the Society.”’ | 

Thus, after all, there is Some probability of this: apology 
having been made in order not to ‘‘ impede the objects of the 
society.” Those objects are declared to be—administering to 
the temporal and spiritual wants of the Jews. Well then, let 
us examine the most accessible exemplification of how these 
purer are carried out. Captain Trotter’s apologetic letter 

efore us, is part of the ‘* Domestic intelligence” of the January 
organ of the Conversionists. ‘‘ Temporal wants’’ are made to 
stand first:—we could wish that ignorant and necessitous ‘ en- 
quirers from abroad” were less perseveringly tampered with, 
and persuaded, nay bribed, by the ministration to their ‘‘ tem- 
poral wants,”—to look to their liberal patrons as their best 
guides spiritually. The next article to the Captain’s, is the 
announcement that a lady at /@eading formed the idea of fur- 
nishing 500 poor Jewish families, in Jerusalem and in London, 
with warm clothing for the winter. 

Then follows, marked as a quotation, ‘A supply of 100 blan- 
kets, 100 counterpane rugs, and 100 pairs of stockings, has 
been forwarded to Jerusalem, to the care of the bishop. An 
additional stock of 100 flannel coats, 100 counterpane rugs, 
and 200 pairs of stockings, for one half the contemplated num- 
ber of families in London, has been deposited in the hands ofa 
person of high respectability and influence.”* Then follows 
the significant announcement, “The final distribution, among 
the remaining 200 families, is to be confided to Dr. Mc. Caul.” 

ll the Rev. Dr. consent to place the distribution in the hands 
of the constituted Jewish overseers, and thereby prevent the 
chance of the clothing being employed something like smart 
money by an unscrupulous recruiting sergeant ? 

‘ 1e closing article of domestic intelligence is an appeal for 
the “ Operative Jewish Converts’ Institute.” We ove re- 
celved, under the signature of ‘‘ Ben Israel,” whose veracity is 
vouched for by a gentleman who has called upon us for the 
purpose, some most awful revelations concerning inmates of this 
a lishment. The details are scarcely fit for publication in 
ceasite peut form, and we should prefer to be spared the ne- 
of a of again alluding to them. If, therefore, some Christian 
unconnected with the Conversion Society, will 
ry | € to investigate the matter, with the design to lay its 

t, whatever it may be, before those honest minded sub- 


inten these have been the articles which the French Jewish Magazine 


ed us were entrusted to Mr. Marks? (Vide our No. 34.) There 


was much curiosit t 
donor; the lis y at the time, as to who was the “Christian L. 7 


lady at tio precisely; it is now thought to have been 
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scribers to the institution whose benevolence is abused, the 
letter itself is at their service. 
The only unnoticed domestic intelligence precedes Captain 
| Trotter’s apology; and as there is nothing temporal apparent, 
the design is perhaps spiritual; yet it is scarcely for the spiri- 
tual welfare of the Jews that their vanity should be so outrage- 
ously flattered, as is done in this elaboration of a very innocent 
trait of good feeling exhibited by the Jews of St. James’ parish, 
Aldgate, on the day of the funeral of Dr. Povah, the late (zon-in- 
trusionist) minister of the parish. (Vide our No. 35.) Some of 
the parties to this return of the compliment paid by their Chris- 
tian neighbours, at the funeral of the Chief Rabbi, cannot recog- 
nise their own portraits amid all this high coloring. We are 
asked—has it some especial object? and is it mere cajolery ?— 
NOUS 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION &3 
EXODUS X. 

This portion of the law, proceeds with the account of the 
punishments inflicted by God on the rebellious and tyrannical 
Pharoah. Relying, as too many do, on the power and resources 
resulting from his exalted position, the haughty monarch of 
Egypt forgot that there was One above him, to whom his might 
was as nought, in whose hands he was but an impotent mass of 
corruptible earth. He did learn, when it was too late, the 
potency of the Being he had dared to brave; but, like the 
truly wicked, he set as he had risen, in his own wickedness. 
How often is this the case! how many Pharoahs,-on a small 
scale, are to be met with in society; men, the end of whose 
| existence seems to be the enslaving of their fellow creatures ; 
whose every nerve appears strained to embitter the lives of 
those whom it has pleased an all-wise Providence to place 
under their control. Forgetful that the authority they possess 
has been delegated to them for the benefit of their species, 
they only consider themselves; the gratification of every desire 
must follow the awakening of it, and no matter who is made 
to suffer, they must not be thwarted. But these men, like 
Pharoah, eventually fall victims to their own evil designs 
against others, and by the punishment that is thus inflicted on 
them, teach us this great and important lesson ;—that every man 
who is born to command is likewise required to obey ;— 
that humility and resignation to the will of God, are proofs of 
power, far more worthy of the intellectual faculties with which 
we have been endowed, than tyranny and self-will; and lastly, 
that the same Being who raised us above others, can debase us 
below them, The man to whose mind these truths are ever 
present, will use, not abuse, the trust confided to him; his rule 
will be one of love, not fear; and those who serve him will do 
so willingly and with pleasure. His life will be happy in the 
reflected bliss of thuse dependent on him; his death will be 
happy, (at least to him) for he will feel it to be the entrance to 
the presence of Him, whose paternal care he has attempted 
but faithfully and zealously, to iuitate. 

This section contains an account of the. departure of the 
children of Israel from Egypt; an event from which the Jews 
date their nationality. This, therefore, is an era in our history 
which should neither be lightly passed over, nor ey 
forgotten. This redemption from Egypt first made us a distinct 
people, separate from all other nations ; and when we refer to 
it, we should at the same time call to mind the various duties 
imposed on us by this peculiarity. We should remember, that 
we have been specially and distinctly charged to transmit these 
duties to our posterity, and that it is, therefore, incumbent on 
us to have them constantly before us. ‘To call ourselves Jews 
is not sufficient, we must prove ourselves worthy of so high, so 
noble, a title. What though others may consider it a term of 
reproach, a name for scoffing at, to us it is a birthright of which 
we should be proud. Let man sneer at what God has vouchsafed 
to hallow to Himself, surely we can console ourselves under 
such circumstances. We do not live only for to-day, we live 
for the future, we live in the past. We look on ourselves, not 
as mere flitting shadows that are here to-day, to-morrow 
vanished, but as the representatives of those men to whom the 
Almighty was pleased to reveal Himself, and who were His 
}chosen servants and ministers; we look on ourselves as the 
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transmitters of their mission to all succeeding generations, as 
the sole link that connects the past with the present, the pre- 
sent with eternity. Let other nations boast of their wealth, 
their resources, their numbers; we glory in our fewness, our 
vocation, our position. To our ears there is more music in the 
one (well deserved) name of Jew, than in all the high sounding 
titles that mortal ever obtained. Let others go back to their 
origin, it is of modern date when compared to ours. History, 
incontrovertible history, attests the divine protection that has 
been extended over us; for while the wild hordes of Goths and 
Huns, of Vandals and Visigoths, swept away all that remained 
of the once splendid empires of the ancients, we still were left, 
the only relic from the mighty ruin; succeeding generations 
failed to extirpate us—axes reeked and blocks were dyed ; cities 
were burned, houses and synagogues were desecrated ; the aged 
were massacred, the young mercilessly butchered ; but we, we 
the Jews, still existed among nations, we still could, and can, 
and do say, as we bind God’s “ sign” upon our hands, and place 
it between our eyes, ‘‘ with a strong hand the Eternal brought 
us out of Egypt, out of the house of Bondage.” A. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Bread, Meat and Coal Charity.—The annual drawing of this 
extensive charity took place at Howard's Coffee House, Duke's 
place, on Saturday evening, 24th ult. The president, S. J. 
Whaley, Esq., in the chair. This society alone, independent of 
the large sums distributed by others, and by the various congre- 
gations in the form of monthly stipends, will expend about £1,100 
in the ensuing twelve weeks. It gives us pleasure to hear, that 
several of the leading members of the society are turning 
their attention to an improved system of dispensing its benefits ; 
but it is feared that the time is scarcely yet ripe for the substitu- 
tion of a comprehensive scheme of discriminating distribution, 
for the species of lottery which is now deemed needful to the 
maintenance of a general interest in the society's operations. 
Evidence of abuses under the present plan is showered thick 
upon us, but we do not feel warranted in publishing such 
charges as concerning this particular society, for, if sustainable 


at all, they are equally so against the administration of other 
charitable funds. 


ispensers acknowledge to knowing no more of the recipients 


of the charity than—that they apply.—We are assured that many — mittee have received donations from Isaac Cohen, Esq.; Sir 


would willingly forego the privileges of mere personal patronage, 
together with the annoyances which are occasionally insepara- 
ble therefrom, for the conviction that the gifts bestowed are 
not merely “‘ benefits,” but charities, wisely and usefully applied. 

There is perhaps some disadvantage in thus expressing our 
wishes, without expounding our views in full; but lest we 
should alarm the prejudices of any who like the present system 
for its excitement, or for its irresponsible privileges, (as the case 
may be,) let us at once explain, that we do not question the right 
of any to “‘do as they like with their own’’; but, when the 
administration of the funds of others is involved, (whether 
those of an existing public, or a former one,) it is scarcely un- 
reasonable to require that some one else, duly qualified to 
judge, besides the immediate giver, shall be satisfied that the 
party given to, is entitled to the gift, and has not an inordinate 
share of the public bounty. 


Hambro’ Synagogue, Fenchurch Street.—We are glad to 
learn, that Mr. Solomon Jacobs has been appointed Reader to 
this synagogue for one year; and thata liberal grant, in addition 
to his salary, has been voted for the special purpose of aiding 
him in the completion of his studies. Mr. Jacobs is one of 
those self taught young men, of whose aspirations after a useful 
vocation, we have so frequently found occasion to speak ap- 
provingly. It is the fault of the cots at large, that the 
opetrnity of well directed study, and of scholastic discipline, 
should not have been afforded to them; and it is scarcely a 
less error in their over zealous friends, when promising young men 
are prematurely paraded and flattered.—The Hambro’ Synagogue 
has n a course which does honor to its judgment ;—the 
_ young man will be occupied in a post for which he is every 


The design of these institutions is unim-— 
the abuses are unavoidable, while some of 
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way qualified ;—while its emoluments will render him inde. 
pendent of other pursuits ; and he will enjoy proper oppor. 
tunities of qualifying himself for more elevated functions, We 
are much mistaken if Mr. Jacobs is not likely to use his 
opportunities for the advantage of himself and others.—This 
Synagogue is noted for its disposition to foster the development 
of English talent. 

Birmingham Hebrew National School.—** The second annual 
examination of the pupils of the Hebrew National School, was 
commenced on the 4th of December, and continued on the suc. 
ceeding Sunday. The result has been productive of great 
satisfaction to the Committee and the Subscribers, proving that 
the masters have been indefatigible, and that the pupils had 
exercised their respective talents with great industry and per. 
severance.” 

The account before us is politely furnished by the Committee. 
through their Honorary Secretary, and we feel regret at the 
necessity of abridging its details. The Junior classes, under 
charge of the Rerds. M. H. Simonson and L. Chapman, 
acquitted themselves ‘‘ extremely well.” The first class, 
oes charge of the fev. Dr. Raphall, was examined in 
Hebrew by Messrs. Spiers and Friedlander ; and in English, 
by Mr. Hutton and Mr. J. L. Levison; the formera Christian, 
the latter Honorary Secretary of the institution: both gentle- 
men expressed their ‘‘ unqualified approbation” with the result. 
and Mr. Levison exulted in the experience of the day, as 
exhibiting the high intellectual capacity of his co-religionists, 
when enjoying the opportunity to exercise their mental facul. 
ties. 

On the 18th December, the chair was taken by the president, 
D. Barnett, Esq., and prizes were distributed, consisting of 
certificates of merit, framed and glazed, and letters of appro- 
bation. The scene is represented as extremely interesting, as 
we can well imagine. The president, in acknowledging a vote 
of thanks for his untiring zeal, took occasion to express satis- 
faction with the absence of any distinction between the free 
scholars and those who pay. Our readers are doubtless aware, 
that the Jewish youth of every class attend the school, some 
altogether free, and the rest paying a very small uniform charge. 
Votes of thanks to the other Honorary officers and to the 
teachers, were passed and suitably acknowledged. 

Our informant concludes thus:—*‘ There is every prospect of 
increasing usefulness in this excellent institution, as the Com- 


Moses Montefiore; Baroness De Rothschild; Baron Lionel De 
Rothschild ; S. L. De Symons, Esq. ; Hananel De Castro, Esq., 
Solomon Cohen, Esq.; &c.,—among their new subscribers, 
they have the Baroness De Rothschild ; Benjamin Elkin, Esq. ; 
Francis H. Goldsmid, Esq.; Solomon Cohen, Esq. ; Moses 
Mocatta, Esq.; Mrs. Levy, Aldgate; &c.” 


Liverpool.—‘‘ An admirer and friend,” who gives his name, 
and whose warmly expressed approbation of our labours we 
thankfully acknowledge, obliges us also, under the signature of 
‘“* Argus,’ with some just observations on “ the promulgation 
of divine truth through the medium of the pulpit.” ‘The more 
immediate occasion of our correspondent’s essay has been 4 
course of lectures on ‘‘ Formation of Character,” delivered 0 
mrs amg by the Rev. D. M. Isaacs. Of this gentleman 1t!s 
said that, ‘‘ His ministrations have been productive of incalcula- 
ble good; and the hallowed cause of Judaism may be said to 
have progressed under his skilful guidance.” It is the fifth 
lecture of the series which most pleased our correspondent. It 
was delivered or Sunday, in the festival of Chanukah, in aid of 
the funds of the “ Liverpool Hebrew Educational Institute ; 
on the text—Prov. xxii. 6. : 

“The Rev. gentleman (says Argus) treated the subec' 
of education most comprehensively. Happening on Sunday, * 
great many Christians were present ; and it is with pride I say, 
that my heart expanded on hearing such noble sentiments &° 
eloquently delivered in their presence ; convincing them 
the doctrines of our holy faith, as instilled into our children, a 
alike free from sectarian bias or tinge of illiberality. In bs 
strictures on education, the claims of the daughters of Israel to 
an improved system were not overlooked. 
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-Teply from him in the columns of the 


“The necessity of cultivating their minds according to the 
Mosaic requirements, as qualifying them for the varied relation- 
ship of life, as daughter, parent, and friend, was forcibly illus- 
trated.” 

We are sorry not to have room for the transcript of a few 

es in the discourse, which drgus's letter adduces, in 
confirmation of the high opinion entertained of the lecturer’s 
talents and zeal. ‘The members of both the local congregations 
were in attendance, a circumstance to which the Rev. gentle- 
man is reported to have alluded most felicitously. 

In the words of our correspondent 

“The worthy gentleman concluded his discourse by a power- 
ful appeal to the feelings of his auditory, exhorting them by the 
mild persuasives of affection, to live as brethren, as members of 
one covenanted mercy. And, I am happy to say, a large col- 
lection at the doors of the synagogue was the result of his zeal.” 


Various Sabbiths.—‘‘ The following days of the week are 
set apart for public st in different nations :—Sunday, by 
the Christians; Monday, by the Grecians; Tuesday, by the 
Persians; Wednesday, by the Assyrians; Thursday, by the 
Egyptians; Friday, by the Turks; and Saturday, by the 
Jews.”’—Sun, 28th Dec. 

The Queen Dowager is reported, by the Standard, to have 
just given £10 for ‘* poor Jews of the metropolis.” Has any 
Jewish warden applied for, or been entrusted with, the donation ? 
or is it added to the premiums for hypocrisy held out to Polish 
refusees by the Conversion Society ? 


Ecclesiastical Courts.—‘* The Times” of the 28th ult. has a 
powerful article, on the necessity of removing certain incom- 
res jurisdictions from these courts to the common law tri- 

unals. The following passage is the only one which specially 
alludes to the Jews :— 

‘Let our readers only imagine, what has actually happened ; 
the court of the 4rchbishop of Canterbury gravely citing before 
it Rabbi and Talmudist to guide its decision upon a Jewish 
marriage, as to the customs of their nation. The ground of 
decision is just enough, but what did it in the Court of Arches ?” 


The future Chief Rabbi.—At the vestry meeting of the 
Great Synagogue, held on the 27th Dec., eight gentlemen 
were selected by ballot to represent that congregation in a 
committee, (appointed for the purposes stated in our last,) to 
consist of those eight gentlemen, four from each of the three 
other City Synagogues, two from the Western Synagogue, St. 
Albans Place, and one from every other concurrent com- 
munity, We understand that the delegates of the Great 
Synagogue, the initiative body in this matter, will first assemble 
for preparatory purposes; the other metropolitan delegates will 
then meet them, also provisionally; and after that, representa- 
tives of more distant synagogues, will be invited to take their 
share in the proper business of the committee. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Police Correctionnelle, Paris.—Our contemporary of the 
Archives Israelites has just resisted triumphantly an attempt to 
extort money from him, by one of those panderers to a vitiated 
taste, who find an ever-ready theme in the villification of the 
unresisting Jews. It seems that one Medelsheim (apparently 
an apostate) had written just such another attack upon our 

rench brethren, as those referred to in our Vol. I. pp. 35 and 


63—(notices of chapters in the “ Lights and Shadows of Lon- | 


don fe,” and ** The World of London”). The French libel 
was entitled “La monographie du juif,”’ forming part of 
rancais peints par eux-meme,” a publication of just such an 
eevagant character as those above mentioned, and like them, 
wees ephemeral, yet sufficiently long-lived for mischief. 
When the thing had been forced into note (through the French 
journals), two collaborateurs of the -4rchives exposed its gross 
umnies: Ben Levi, with that piquant sarcasm which he 
rk 80 well how to exercise ; af | apt. Cerfbeer, with con- 
: screble, but well deserved, severity. The chastisement was 
eit; and M. Medelsheim demanded the insertion of a lo 
Archives. The editor 
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refused, because it was only a reiteration, not a retraction, of the 
calumny; and M. Medelsheim sued him at law for 10,000 frs. 
damages! The court was crowded at the trial by many leadin 
Jews of the metropolis, and other supporters of the Gallo-Jenis 
press. After the plaintiff's ado a had stated his case, and 
M. Medelsheim himself had inflicted upon the court, the 
laboured epistle, in justification of his original calumny, which 
had been rejected by the editor of the Archives,—the tribunal 
decided at once that the action could not be maintained, ab- 
solved the defendant from all blame, and condemned the plain- 
tiff in the costs, declining even to hear M. Cremicuz, the coun- 
sel for the editor! The crowded court broke up satisfied with 
the signal discomfiture of the pretended “ friend of Israel,’’ but 
much disappointed at having lost the opportunity of hearing 
the eloquent deputy (M: Cremieux) plead in such a cause. 

M. Cahen, the editor, in the last number of the Archives, 
after a well merited compliment to his distinguished counsel 
(who is also Vice-president of the Consistoire central des Is- 
raelites de France), makes some just reflections on the necessity 
of abandoning that policy of contemptuous silence, which has 
only served to encourage these dastardly attacks on the Jewish 
character. Weconcur with him to the full; we have an ade- 
quate defence in a right cause, and, as Englishmen, the least 
we expect is a clear stage. : 

A portion of the press in this country sometimes employs the 
term ‘‘ Jew,” inasense in which it is no more justified, than were 
the pillage and torture for the infliction of which that term was 
a pretext, at that particular period of English history when it 
was first used to express a quality. We expect more fairness 
at the present day, when a more dispassionate review has dis- 
proved the calumny ; indeed, it is often pretty manifest, that 
the disparaging allusions to the Jews which the daily journals 
occasionally contain, are due rather to the inadvertence of 
editors, than to any design on their part to malign us. Those 
who wield the ‘‘ giant power” of the préss have not, generally, 
the ogre-like propensities popularly ascribed to giants,—they are 
for the most part scholars and gentlemen moving in respecta- 
ble society. We fearlessly ask of such, whether the qualities 
of the Jews met with in such circles, do not claim more respect 
than is consistent with sneers or jibes at the very name of Jew ? 
Let such gentlemen, responsible, at least morally, for the ten- 
dency of the reports they send forth, consider the nature of a 
recent exposé at one of the metropolitan police courts,* and ask 
themselves—whether it is not unjust to encourage a system, which 
cannot exclude a low-minded, unscrupulous fostering of old 
prejudices, from tinging even newspaper reports with exagge- 
rations and caricatures of whatever has a Jewish sound or com- 
plexion? It is a prurient unwholesome taste which is thus 
pandered to, and it should be abandoned to the publications 
which lampoon the laws, sneer at parsons, and abuse the police. 

Ifa Jew trespass, let him be responsible for his offence. It has 
been proved by statistical records, and admitted by all, that 
Jews are proportionately less criminal than others ;—we do not 
adduce this vauntingly, for the Israelite ought to set an example 
to his neighbours; and, therefore, would we not screen an of- 
fender ;—but why should the circumstance of his being a Jew 
(or in most instances that he ought to have been a Jew) be so 
paraded as to injure all who bear the name of Israel. Such 
policy is un-English, it is anti-scriptural ; and could it succeed, 
and the Jew be rendered despicable because he is a Jew—Reve- 
lation would lose its best witness—and the appointed testimony, 
thus discredited,—the holy truth itself would be contemned. 


Russian Jews.—Our German contemporaries give pleasing 
accounts from Russia, concerning the favorable reception with 
which the decree of the Emperor (for the establishment of schools) 
meets from several congregations, and the progress which Dr. 
Lilienthal makes in his mission. A report from Warsaw is 
remarkable. It appears that there has lately been a Jewish 
hospital established there, which has been honoured by a visit 


* It appeared that newspaper reports (especially of police proceedings) 
are occasionally supplied by irresponsible, highly imaginative, and some- 
times dishonest persons, who hang about the courts, and hash up the pro- 
ceedings for sale to the newspaper proprietors. Vide the Newspaper 
accounts of a man summoned for the return of money paid for a report, 
which was not inserted after all. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ee 
4 
| 
| | 
| 
4 | ig 
4 
é 
2 
4 | 
| 
| 
= 
a 
ey 


94 


from the brother of the Emperor, Prince Michael. The semi- 
nary for schoolmasters and Rabbinical instruction is constantly 
increasing in size and importance. The greatest share in bring- 
ing about these occurrences is attributed to the Governor of 
Poland, Prince Paskewicz Eryrwanski. The care of the Prince 
for the Jews, and his indefatigable exertions for their welfare, 
are extolled in the highest terms. A proposition of the utmost 
importance, originating with the Governor himself, is now be- 
fore the Elders; it is, that the Jews should devote themselves 
to agriculture. The question is, whence to raise the means 
necessary for the execution of this scheme, which certainly ap- 
pears to be well calculated to obviate pauperism, so constantly 
on the increase among the Jews.—Thus far the German papers: 
the English ones represent the Governor as inimical to the 
Jews, exacting more military service from them than heretofore, 
and depriving them of other privileges.—Which are we to 
believe ? 
Hanoverian Jews,—The new laws concerning the Jews of 
the kingdom of Hanover have now been meadeone, Pres They 
breathe little of that spirit of humanity and tolerance for which 
the age claims to be Ratnndilenl nay, we doubt whether, in 
some respects, the Jews will not be worse off under the opera- 
tion of the new decree, than under the old laws. Indeed, this 
view of the case is taken by the liberal part of the German press. 
The only one pleasing feature of this revolting legislation, is 
that which refers to the education of the Jews, and to divine 
service. No Rabbi Chasan or Teacher is to be entrusted with 
an office, unless he have undergone a satisfactory examination 
by the Landrabbiner.—Where the Jews have no schools for 
themselves, they are obliged to send their children into Christian 
institutions, wherein the Jewish pupils are to partake of the in- 
struction given on all subjects, except the religious section.— 
Every Jew must belong to some congregation.—At least one 
lecture must be delivered on every festival or sabbath, in the 
synagogue. | 
The Jews of Wurtemberg, in order to celebrate in a worthy 
manner the 25th anniversary of the accession of their just and 
tolerant King, have founded an Orphan Asylum, which was 
consecrated on the 30th of October (the anniversary day), and 
called, by royal permission, //’t/helms (the Kings’ name) Pflege. 
he nursery of Wilhelm. Other accounts, concerning the in- 
tellectual and moral state of the Jews of this kingdom, are 
highly gratifying. A reporter to the Zeitung des Judenthums 
justly remarks: ‘‘It affords joy to every true Israelite to ob- 
serve the progress of our synagogues and schools. Our prin- 
cipal ecclesiastical authority continues to promulgate the most 
sound and suitable regulations, and he carefully superintends 
the carrying of them out. Divine service is performed in a dig- 
nified manner, answering the demands of the age ; and excellent 
schools provide for suitable, religious, and general education. 
Though these improvements have been introduced within the 
last ten years, yet the good fruits are already recognizable. It 
is, therefore, not to ve wondered at, that the Jews of Wiirtem- 
berg are impressed with the deepest gratitude towards their 
sovereign, to whose special care and concurrence in their exer- 
tions they are indebted for these benefits 


Hamburgh.—lIt is gratifying to hear, that when the parishes 

of the free city of Hamburgh were called upon by the senate to 
ive their opinion on several seasonable changes, for the better, 
in the civil state of the Jews, the Nikolai parish declared,—that 
it acceded to the propositions of the senate, not because, as that 
council had stated, these ehanges would beneficially affect the 
state of the Christian citizens, but from reasons of equity and 
justice. It is hoped that this amelioration will be succeeded 
by others, soon to be brought under the consideration of the 
senate. 
Vienna.—Letters from this city report the death of the vene- 
rable warden (Spitalvater) of the Jews’ hospital, sher Matzel. 
He spent the greater part (50 years) of his active life, in the 
discharge of his arduous duties. His indefatigable exertions 
in behalf of sufferers committed to his care, were not confined 
to his co-religionists, but extended also to the professors of 
other creeds, occasionally finding shelter ih the Jews’ hospital. 
When, at the eventful period of the French war, thousands of 
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wounded soldiers were brought to Vienna, the deceased evince, 
unparalleled zeal and aa in the performance of duties 
which, then especially, demanded an entire sacrifice to their per. 
formance; and many a soldier who now enjoys a happy life jg 
through the assistance of God, indebted to M. Matzel for jx; 
preservation. ‘These services were also recognized by his owy 
Sovereign, and by the then Emperor of Russia, who decorated 
him with orders. One characteristic trait, as indicative of the 
care of this amiable man for the sufferers entrusted to him, de. 
serves to be mentioned. He established a fund, out of which 
the deserving poor, on leaving the hospital, received relief, in 
order to assist them in the pursuit of their ordinary avocations 
This is a foundation which certainly deserves to be imitated. 


Milan.—The Zeitung des Judenthums contains an interest. 


‘ing correspondence on the consecration of a new place of wor. 


ship at Milan. It is stated, that for centuries there has been yy 
synagogue in Milan, and that, for the present one, the congre. 


gation is indebted to the munificence of one of its members. 


Signor Giacone Mendel, a jeweller. The destructive influ. 
ence which this want of a regular divine service had exercised 
upon the community, is very well depicted: the greater, there. 
fore, is the merit of the gentleman who has striven to remove 
it. 


The new translation of the Talmud.—The Prussian “ Staats 
Zeitung”’ gives a favorable account of the first volume (contain- 
ing treatise Berachot) of the Talmud, translated into German 


by Dr. Pinner of Berlin. 


REVIEW. 


Treatises, from the Mishna.—Sherwood, 
Gilbert, and Piper. 


We by no means design here a review of the Mishna at large, 
nor have we found time to examine the English translation of 
the sections before us; being willing to regard as a sufficient 
guarantee for accuracy, the reputation of the gentlemen whose 
names are given as translators ; assisted as they may have been by 
the Latin, German, and other translations long extant. Upon 
the utility of popularizing this recondite work, our opinion has 
been already stated at length (vide No. 24.) Our readers will do 
us the favor to refer to it,on page 191. There can be no possible 
objection to the Mishna being made accessible to every one dis- 
ona to examine and represent it fairly. Such appears to have 

een the spirit with which two treatises ‘“‘ Sabbath and Eruvin' 
were translated into English so far back as 1717, by W. // ooton, 
D.D. A copy of the book is before us, published in 1718, for 
Goodwin, Fleet Street. 

The animus with which any publication is sent forth to the 
world, as well as the effect desired to be produced by it, may be 
fairly gathered from its preface. _We must do Dr. Wooton, 
Christian Divine, the justice to admit, that he is more candid 
and even more favorable to the pious authorities of the Mishna. 
than is the anonymous publisher of this new translation, and 
the author of its preface. We use the singular, because we 
have not only authority to deny the publication by the transla- 
tors, but by the secession congregation upon whom it has beet 
charged. We are glad of this, especially as regards the Burton 
Street community, because it lets in a light upon the presump- 
tive responsibility for various attacks upon Israel at large, 
which we have been perhaps too prone to attribute to the seced- 
ers asa body. In this, we must have done injustice to the 
more temperate members, who are now understood to have 
discouraged any but a passive policy towards their conformist 
brethren, and to have on both on ritual and political points, 
desirous not unnecessarily to widen the breach already unfor- 
tunately existing. We will on our part endeavour hencefort 
to imitate so excellent a policy. e look forward to the In 
stallation of an enlightened and respected spiritual direction, 
with hope and confidence that all who mean aright, will 
won to do aright: and that the enemy of God’s people may ?° 
longer exult in the dissention pedals, however slight, 10 the 
hallowed bond which makes Israel one. Meanwhile, if somé 


new folly force us to break silence, we shall no longer © 
found the high-minded martyr to false convictions, Ww! 


th that 
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The preface efore us makes an erroneous statemeut of the 
circumstances under which the translation was determined 
upon ; moreover, gentlemen who subscribed to the expenses of 
the translation, for their own private uses, and who subsequently 
concurred that it should ot be = are said to be unable 
to make out how that has been done, Again, the preface is so 

iven as to be ascribable to the translators themselves, a great 
injustice to those gentlemen, as appears from an urgent appeal, 
signed D. 4. De Sola and M. J. Raphall, which has just 
reached our Office. We are unable to find room for this as a 
whole, even if we cold regard it as other than a private affair 
between the parties concerned. Still, as we have advertised 
this book, we feel bound to prevent the Mishna itself being 
discredited by any spurious authority. We therefore state 
briefly some of the points in the appeal. | 

After alluding to the formal disclaimer, in the Times of the 
2%h ult., they state how they contracted with two gentlemen 
to furnish the translation, with ‘“‘the express stipulation in 
writing, that in the event of our translation being printed and 
published, no addition whatever should be made to our work. 
It is now near three years ago since the translation was com- 
leted by us, and the manuscript handed to the gentlemen we 
had contracted with. ‘Since then, we have not seen this ma- 
nuscript, nor had the least intimation that it was in the press 
and about to be published, until an advertisement in the Times 
and in ‘ the Voice of Jacob,’ of the 23rd ult. first called our 
attention to these facts; then numerous enquiries were imme- 
diately addressed to us, respecting a prospectus widely circu- 
lated, and having our names, but with the contents of which we 
were utterly unacquainted. 

‘Having procured the work, we find from the cursory view 
we have given to it, that, as our translation was hurried through 
the press without our knowledge, it has not undergone that 
revision and correction which even the most carefully executed 
work requires, and was brought under the public eye. with all 
its imperfections, 

‘But when we see that the attempt is made, under the sanc- 


ion of our names, to foist on the public a spurious preface— 


spurious because not written by us, or even with our know- 
ledge, and expressing sentiments we do not entertain, we do 
not stay to examine, whether this unfair proceeding had for its 
object to ruin us in public estimation, or simply to obtain for 
the Anti-Judaic principles expressed in the preface, such cur- 
rency as our names might be supposed to impart to them. 

* * * * 

‘* The prospectus which has been circulated, and the preface 
appended to the translation, to which circular and preface our 
mames, and no other, are prefixed—were not only uot written 
by us, or with our knowledge, but we protest in as strong 
and unequivocal terms as it is possible to use against the senti- 
ments therein contained ; a not only repudiate them, but 


also the responsibility attached to us as translators, inasmuch 


as the work has not undergone the necessary corrections and 
revision at our hand.” 

The Anti-Judaic principles above referred to, we understand 
to include a covert attempt to bring the Mishna into contempt, 
48 Well as the Oral Law, which it contains. We cannot stay 
How to give an analysis of the Mishna, but we can give our un- 
learned readers some notion of this preface and its fairness, by 
supposing some y se naeaagg publisher were to take a compila- 
tion of the legal decisions, in complicated cases, of our Equity 
aid common law courts, the privy council, &c., for centuries 
past—together with all the casuistic judgments of various suc- 
ae Judges, and the volumes of precedents so formed—add- 
prety the various of police magistrates, not 

erru ed—superadding a host of ex-cathedra commentaries, 
fared speculations, &c.—and then sending forth a “ people’s 
: aed. all these, without even a glossary,—but declaring to 
ven ucated masses,—Behold the principles which guide 
ers in the administration of justice, the code declared 
a an essential supplement to the Law of Parliament; an 

gral part of the Law of England! : 
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blind spirit of eid which compromises alike friends and foes. 


the Messiah.” 
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OUR LETTER-BOX. 


“4 Country Reader” promises us a sale of some dozens, if 
we will undertake to send down parcels from our printing office : 
—that is not practicable ; but if he can make out even a less ex- 
tensive demand to the satisfaction of some local bookseller, 
(one whose London parcels are made up on a Friday would be 
most suitable) he will find this paper scarcely, if at all, more 
difficult to be obtained than the Penny Magazine, Chambers’ 
Journal, or other similar publications. If the expected readers 
do not feel sufficient interest in Jewish affairs to take even so — 
much trouble, then perhaps, there may be found one, who so 
far sympathizes with our objects as to take some pains to arouse 
his brethren, by having this organ of communication carried to 
their very doors. Any of our London agents will send off a 
special parcel, if duly arranged with ; but our own labours are 
sufficiently heavy, and the sacrifices which the undertaking en- 
tails, do, in the opinion of some at least, absolve us from the 
extra charge of circulating what we provide and render so ac- 
cessible. ‘This must be an answer to other applications of a 
like character, to which we have not found time to reply. 

Wewould not have the purport of these remarks misconceived : : 
the Anglo-Jewish Press is certainly rising in importance, and 
its circulation is extending far and wide—the constant com- 
plaints of non-delivery, which reach us, only prove that people 
are becoming alive to the interest it excites ; whenever that 
interest becomes sufficiently strong the complainants will find 
the remedy in their own hands. 

‘“* A Friend to Jacob,” who writes from Edinburgh, sends us 
an essay ‘fon Converts, by a Gentile.” . He denies that the 
efforts of Christians to convert the Jews are warranted by a single 
passage in the whole Bible. He quotes both the Jewish and 
Christian Scriptures to prove his position, and assures us_ that 
many others hold the same opinion. He gives us an affecting 
passage from the death-bed of a Christian teacher, to the effect, 
—that he would tell Israel ‘* to remain as they are, and wait for 
We have not room for the essay at present. 

Captain Trotter again.—The letter of Mr. Marks, of Ware, 
Hertfordshire, makes out a special claim on our columns, be- 
cause the Christian papers of that county have refused to lend 
currency to any communications tending *‘ to oppose or eapose”’ 
libels upon the Jews. He sends usthe replies of two Journalists ; 
one, a refusal without a reason: the other says—the applicant 
ought not to ‘‘expect us to open our pages to a defence of the 
Jewish religion’! Mr. Marks will find that some observations 
in our last No. have rendered the publication of his letter un- 


necessary. 


“4 true Israelite’ at Liverpool, charges the Conversionists 
with sending round emissaries to the lodging-houses of poor 
foreign Jews, in order to bribe or kidnap them, after the prin- 
ciple some years since followed in Holland for the Dutch colo- 
nies. He advises that some of the £25,000 per annum be spent 
in promulgating the opinions of John Locke. ar 

“ The Sh’chitah Board.’—A gentleman, who gives us his 
name, but addresses us publicly under the signature of Stvad © 
Sailé, complains of mis-management by this board, and the 
exercise of undue influence there! We cannot pretend to be 
deaf to the many representations made to us on this subject 
fons they ought to be made in another quarter also), but if the 

issatisfied have no better warrant for complaint than the in- 
stance which this correspondent adduces, they would only fur- 
nish new proofs of how easy it is to adopt ex parte views, and 
throw aslur upon public functionaries, who are at least ac- 

uainted with the merits of the cases in which they decide. 
This is not volunteered as a wholesale defence of the Sh’chitah 
Board; nor would we be too hard upon our correspondent, for 
an error into which he has been betrayed by the peculiar mode 
of a recent announcement. We happen to have been informed, 
that a person assuming to act as Schochet, had violated a solemn 
pledge 43 ny'pn, and the recorded conditions, attested by his 
own signature, under which he received a certain license :—it 
that violation was established to the satisfaction of the board, 
and the party proved contumacious, some public caution was 
indispensable ; for if the ordinanc s of Sh’chitah have any value 
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soever, that Schochet cannot be trustworthy who could violate a 
solemn obligation. 

Jewish Scholarships.—‘ You noticed in No. 33, the scholar- 
ships-founded by the Sphardim congregation. I have, since 
then, seen a printed document addressed to the Yehidim of that 
congregation, announcing, that it has been unanimously resolved 
by the governors and subscribers to //es-haim, that a sum of 
£60 per annum be appropriated from the present funds of the 
institution, to the purpose of establishing two or three scholar- 
ships, to be awarded to the sons of deserving members of the 
congregation. To these youths, religious instruction is to be 
imparted, combined with a sound classical education; so to 


qualify them to be received as students in the Beth Amedrash, 


and, eventually, to fill clerical or other offices in the congrega- 
tion. The same institution, recognizing these youths as pupils 
upon the foundation, will make some allowance for the supply 
of their other wants during the period, not exceeding five years, 
allowed to their education. 

‘‘The Sphardim may be congratulated on the liberal, well- 
timed, and important step thus taken. ‘They had the advance 
of their German brethren, for centuries, in enlightenment and 
science ; nay, even the fructifying seed which has yielded so 
luxuriant a product among the latter, has been scattered by the 
Sphardim. It was not before the last century, that they sunk 
into a kind of lethargy in respect to their higher interests, and 
allowed themselves to be exceeded by their former pupils. It 
is, therefore, with no little satisfaction that this step must be 
regarded, indicative as it is of an awakening from that lethargy ; 


and calculated, as it is, to win once more for their congregation, |. 


that rank and deference which cultivated talents and advanced 
science always command. 

‘“* Another and excellent feature is, that they do not intend to 
restrict these scholarships to mere charity-boys, but invite the 
competition of those not so dependent. ‘There has been a 
period, when individuals duly qualified for clerical offices were 
not to be found, and when those appointed to them, therefore, 
did not command that respect and confidence due to their posi- 
tion. Hence, a kind of slur was thrown upon the offices them- 
selves, in consequence of which, respectable parents had no 
desire to bring up their sons for such appointments. Thus 
what first was an effect, then became a cause, and, both united, 
had a tendency to alienate more and more the congregation 
from its clerical officer, weakening his influence, and frustrating 
the end for which these offices are destined. This evil can only 
be remedied after the manner proposed by the Sphardim. It 
would, therefore, be gratifying to see that other synagogues 
should follow the example. Had such a course been adopted 
some years back, they would not be subjected to the sneers of 
the Conversionists who ask, ‘‘ whether there is at present an En- 
glish Jew qualified to fill the vacant office of Chief Rabbi ?” 

‘* Tt is said, that the gentlemen charged with the execution of 
this measure are entering into arrangements with Mr. Linden- 
thal, into whose establishment, laid down upon a comprehensive 
and well-digested scheme, and executed by efficient masters, 
they intend to send these pupils.”’ X. B. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Passover Bread.—The president of the “‘ Friendly Society for 
the manufacture of Passover Bread”’ is in error, in supposing 
that the expression, ‘“‘a useful competition,” (used under this 
head in our last) has not reference to that society; which, 
whatever its original object (vide our No. 37.) must necessarily 
- me among ‘‘ bakers.” We thank him for the copy of 
rules, &c. 

S. N ; Ozford has our best thanks, but we are unfortunately 
not warranted in publishing his contribution, after the intima- 
tion already publicly given, that the engi discussion was 
closed for the present, so far as our columns are concerned. 

E. C; Hamburgh is assured that the special advocacy he 
asks for, would appear so inconsistent, in our position, that it 
would injure the interests he designs to serve. 

B. L. J.—The packet of back numbers asked for, was en- 
closed by the same conveyance as the rest. 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT, 


Sabb. 7th Jan. 6th Shebat. portion for the week xy 
Friday 13th “ 12th ‘* Sabbath at 4 o’Clock. 
Sabb. 14th “ 13th “ _ portion for the week mby, 
mene. 1h “ 10. wy AYDN 


EWS’ DAY SCHOOL, 2, Jeffrey’s Square, St. Mary Axe. 


I. L. Lindenthal, Secretary to the New Synagogue, begs to call the attention 
of Jewish parents to his establishment, which, founded on Jewish principles, 
affords at the same time all the advantages of a first rate educational institution, 
For testimony on this head, he appeals to the opinion of those who have honored 
his establishment with their occasional inspection, and to the parents who have 
entrusted their children to his care. Annual charge, Twelve Guineas. For particu. 
lars, apply to the proprietor, New Synagogue Chambers, Great St. Helens, | 


FINGLISH and GERMAN SYNAGOGUE, Kingston, 


Jamaica.—W anted, a single gentleman, to fill the office of one of the readers 
of this congregation; he must be fully qualified to perform all the duties of ith, 
including that of reading the DD. A good education, Hebrew and English, is 
indispensable, and if able to deliver religious discourses in the latter tongue, it 
would be desirable. The salary will be £200 sterling, per annum, with a residence, 
medical attendance, &c. A free passage will be provided. Further particulars may 
be obtained of Messrs. Lazarus & Lawrance, No, 4, Castle-street, Houndsditch, 
London. | 


HE Commercial Gentlemen of the Jewish persuasion are 

respectfully informed, that a Board and Lodging Establishment, replete with 

every convenience, is open at No. 9, Blackfriars Street, Manchester, by 8. R. Leon, 
many years a resident of the town. An Ordinary every day at half past One, 


NSTITUTION for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 


Jewish Persuasion.—The Anniversary Ball in aid of the funds of this Institu. 
tion, will be held at the London Tavern, on Tuesday, the 14th February, 1843. 
| _ 8. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


EWS’ HOSPITAL, MILE END, for the Support of the 


Aged, and for the Education and Employment of Youth of both. sexes.—A 
General Court of the Governors and Subscribers of this Institution, will be held at 
the House, Mile End, on Sunday, the 29 January, 1843, fur the Election of Two 
Boys and Two Girls, as also for the Election of Honorary Officers. 

Ballot to commence at 12 o’Clock, and close at 2 precisely. 
8S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


ANTED A YOUNG MAN of good education and 


character, as an assistant in the Silversmith and Jewellery Business; one 
who understands the trade would be preferred. Apply to Messrs E, & E. Emanuel, 
Portsmouth. 


STABLISHMENT FOR YOUNG LADIES, Brunswick 


House, Hammersmith Road.—The Misses Benjamin feel much pleasure in 
again returning thanks to their friends, and informing them and the public, that in 
consequence of the liberal encouragement experienced, they have been compelled 
to change their residence for one much more spacious. The new establishment 
will be found in every respect advantageously adapted to the purpose, baving been 
so employed for the last thirty years. The Misses B. anticipate, from the satisfac 
tion hitherto elici a continuance of those favors which they will earnestly 
endeavour to merit. 3 


TO ADVERTISERS. 


The widely extended, and in some respects, peculiar circula- 
tion of this paper, renders it an eligible medium of communl- 
cation for Advertisers; and, occasionally, to quarters uot 
otherwise accessible. The charges are 3s. 6d. for 6:lines, and 
3d. per extra line. No advertisements can be inserted unless 
paid in advance, and left, before 2 o’Clock on the Tuesday of 
the weck of publication, at the Office 27, Camomile Street. 
Orders otherwise transmitted cannot be attended to. 


Teams or Susscaiption—for delivery free within the range 
of the penny post,—10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance, 
at the Office, 27, Camomile Street. 

London: Printed for Mr. Franxutn, by E. Vanty, 27, Camomile Street, 
ees Published by B. Ste1L1, Paternoster Row; and may 

had of the Printer; of Reynoxps, Church Row, Aldgate; of Bart, 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. | 
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